
German Chocolate Pecan Pound Cake Recipe: A Step-by-Step Guide |
1

The German Chocolate Pecan Pound Cake Recipe is a delightful twist on the classic dessert
that’s sure to please both traditional and adventurous palates. This decadent cake combines
the rich, moist texture of a pound cake with the distinctive flavors of German chocolate and
the satisfying crunch of pecans. Loved for its dense yet tender crumb and layers of
chocolatey goodness, this cake is a celebration of indulgence and an ideal choice for any
special occasion.

The addition of pecans not only offers a pleasing contrast in texture but also enhances the
overall nutty richness, making this cake an unforgettable treat. Whether you’re an
experienced baker or a novice looking for a satisfying kitchen project, this recipe promises
to be a rewarding and delicious endeavor.

Exploring the Distinctive Flavors of German Chocolate
Pecan Pound Cake

Steps to Make the Cake

Gather Your Ingredients: To begin, make sure you have all the necessary1.
ingredients on hand. This includes butter, sugar, eggs, all-purpose flour, baking
powder, vanilla extract, German chocolate, and pecans. Having everything ready
before you start will ensure a smooth baking process.
Prepare the Chocolate: Melt the German chocolate over a double boiler or in a2.
microwave, taking care not to overheat it. The smooth, melted chocolate is the key to
achieving the cake’s signature flavor.
Mix the Wet Ingredients: In a large mixing bowl, cream together the butter and3.
sugar until light and fluffy. Add the eggs one at a time, beating well after each
addition. Stir in the vanilla extract to infuse the batter with its warm and inviting
aroma.
Combine Dry Ingredients: In a separate bowl, sift the flour and baking powder4.
together. This ensures there are no lumps and helps the cake rise evenly.
Incorporate the Chocolate and Pecans: Gradually mix the dry ingredients into the5.
wet mixture, alternating with the melted chocolate. Fold in chopped pecans,
distributing them evenly throughout the batter to ensure every slice has a delightful
crunch.
Bake to Perfection: Preheat your oven to 350°F (175°C). Pour the batter into a6.
greased and floured bundt pan, smoothing the top with a spatula. Bake in the
preheated oven for 60 to 75 minutes, or until a toothpick inserted into the center
comes out clean.

https://spicyrranny.com/swiss-chocolate-chalet-cake/
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Cool and Enjoy: Allow the cake to cool in the pan for about 15 minutes before7.
transferring it to a wire rack. Let it cool completely before slicing and serving,
allowing the flavors to meld beautifully. Enjoy each decadent bite of your German
Chocolate Pecan Pound Cake!

The Origins of German Chocolate Cake: A Quick History
The German Chocolate Cake isn’t actually German at all. Its origins can be traced back to
1852 when an American named Samuel German developed a type of dark baking chocolate
for the Baker’s Chocolate Company. This chocolate became known as “Baker’s German’s
Sweet Chocolate.” Fast forward to June 1957, an appealing recipe for “German’s Chocolate
Cake” was submitted to a Dallas newspaper, The Dallas Morning News, by a homemaker
named Mrs. George Clay.

Her recipe called for the use of German’s Sweet Chocolate, and it became an instant hit. As
the recipe spread, the apostrophe and “s” were eventually dropped, and it became known
simply as German Chocolate Cake. This indulgent cake, characterized by pecans and
coconut in the frosting, has since become a beloved dessert staple in American households,
celebrated for its unique and rich flavor profile.

Must-Have Ingredients for a Perfect German Chocolate
Pecan Pound Cake
Creating the perfect German chocolate pecan pound cake requires the right ingredients.
Here’s what you’ll need:

Chocolate: Opt for high-quality German sweet chocolate for an authentic taste.
Pecans: These nuts are crucial for adding flavor and texture. Toast them lightly for an
enhanced taste.
Butter: Use unsalted butter to control the cake’s saltiness.
Coconut: The shredded variety mixes well into the frosting, providing a sweet,
tropical flavor.
Sugar: Both brown and white sugars add depth and complexity to the cake’s flavor.
Eggs: These provide structure and richness to the cake.
Flour: All-purpose flour works best for this dense, moist cake.
Vanilla Extract: A hint of vanilla elevates all other flavors.

Gathering these ingredients ensures you have the foundation for a cake that tastes as good
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as it looks.

Traditional Recipe for Old-Fashioned German
Chocolate Pecan Pound Cake: Steps
Creating an old-fashioned German Chocolate Pecan Pound Cake calls for precision and a bit
of patience, but the results are undeniably rewarding. Follow these steps to create a cake
that embodies rich, nostalgic flavors with a modern twist:

Preheat and Prepare: Begin by preheating your oven to 325°F (160°C). Grease and1.
flour a pound cake or bundt pan to ensure easy removal after baking.
Melt the Chocolate: Slowly melt the German chocolate using a double boiler or2.
microwave, stirring frequently to achieve a smooth consistency. Set aside to cool
slightly while you prepare the other components.
Cream Butter and Sugar: In a large mixing bowl, cream together 1 cup of unsalted3.
butter and 2 cups of granulated sugar until the mixture becomes pale and fluffy. This
step is critical for a light cake texture.
Add Eggs and Vanilla: Incorporate 4 eggs, one at a time, mixing well after each4.
addition. Stir in 1 teaspoon of vanilla extract to enhance the cake’s aromatic profile.
Prepare Dry Ingredients: In a separate bowl, whisk together 2 cups of all-purpose5.
flour, 1 teaspoon of baking powder, and a pinch of salt. This dry blend forms the cake’s
structural base.
Combine Ingredients: Alternate adding the dry mixture and 1 cup of milk to the6.
creamed butter and sugar, beginning and ending with the dry ingredients. Mix just
until combined to avoid overworking the batter.
Add Chocolate and Pecans: Gently fold in the melted German chocolate and 1 cup of7.
chopped pecans, ensuring the ingredients are evenly distributed throughout the batter
for a consistent texture.
Bake the Cake: Pour the prepared batter into the greased pan, smoothing the top8.
with a spatula. Bake in the preheated oven for approximately 1 hour and 15 minutes,
or until a toothpick inserted into the center of the cake comes out clean.
Cool and Serve: Allow the cake to cool in the pan for 10-15 minutes before9.
transferring it to a cooling rack to cool completely. Enjoy the cake as is, or garnish
with a light dusting of powdered sugar or a drizzle of chocolate glaze for extra
indulgence.

By following these steps, you can bake a German Chocolate Pecan Pound Cake that is truly
reminiscent of traditional homemade treats, perfect for any occasion.
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How to Make German Chocolate Pecan Pound Cake A
Step-by-Step Guide
Now that you know the ingredients and recipe, let’s break it down step-by-step:

Prepare Your Pan: Grease and flour a bundt pan to prevent sticking. This ensures the1.
cake holds its shape.
Creaming Method: Beat the butter and sugars until the mixture is light and fluffy.2.
This incorporates air, creating a tender cake.
Melt Your Chocolate: Use a double boiler to melt the chocolate, preventing burning.3.
Stir constantly for a smooth finish.
Mix Wet and Dry Ingredients Separately: Combine the dry ingredients in one bowl4.
and the wet in another. This ensures even distribution when mixed together.
Alternate Mixing: Add the dry ingredients to the wet, alternating with buttermilk.5.
This technique prevents over-mixing.
Fold in Pecans: Gently fold in the pecans to retain their texture.6.
Baking: Pour the batter into your pan and bake. Use a toothpick to check for7.
doneness.
Cooling: Allow the cake to cool before removing it from the pan. This prevents8.
breakage.
Frosting: Once cooled, spread the coconut-pecan frosting generously over the cake.9.
Serve: Slice and enjoy with a cup of coffee or tea.10.

Secrets to a Moist and Rich German Chocolate Pecan
Pound Cake
Achieving the perfect texture for your German Chocolate Pecan Pound Cake requires
attention to detail and a few insider tips. Here’s how to ensure your cake stays moist and
rich:

Use Room Temperature Ingredients

Butter and Eggs: Allow these to reach room temperature before mixing. This helps
them blend more easily and create a smooth batter.
Chocolate: Melted chocolate should be slightly cooled before adding it to the batter to
maintain consistency.
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Measure with Precision

Flour: Use a kitchen scale for precise measurements, or if using cups, fluff the flour
first, then spoon and level it.
Sugars: Ensure both white and brown sugars are leveled in the measuring cup to
avoid an overly sweet or dense cake.

Don’t Overmix the Batter

Gentle Technique: Mix just until the ingredients are combined to avoid developing
too much gluten, which can result in a tough cake.
Folding: Use a spatula to gently fold in the pecans and chocolate for even distribution
without overmixing.

Proper Baking and Cooling Techniques

Oven Temperature: Preheat and maintain a constant temperature by using an oven
thermometer if needed.
Cooling: Let the cake cool in the pan for only about 10-15 minutes before transferring
to a wire rack, which helps retain moisture.

By adhering to these tips, you’ll create a delectable dessert that stands out not only for its
flavor but also for its irresistible moist and rich texture.

Making the Best Frosting for German Chocolate Pecan
Pound Cake
Creating a delicious frosting is the key to elevating your German Chocolate Pecan Pound
Cake. Follow these simple steps to achieve a perfect frosting:

Gather the Ingredients: You will need 1 cup of evaporated milk, 1 cup of granulated1.
sugar, 3 egg yolks, 1/2 cup of unsalted butter, 1 teaspoon of vanilla extract, 1 cup of
sweetened shredded coconut, and 1 cup of chopped pecans.
Cook the Base: In a saucepan over medium heat, combine the evaporated milk,2.
sugar, egg yolks, butter, and vanilla extract. Stir constantly until the mixture thickens,
which usually takes about 10 to 12 minutes.
Add Coconut and Pecans: Remove the saucepan from heat once the mixture has3.
thickened. Stir in the shredded coconut and chopped pecans, ensuring they are evenly
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distributed throughout the frosting.
Cool the Frosting: Allow the frosting to cool to room temperature. This cooling step4.
helps the frosting achieve the right consistency for spreading.
Apply Generously: Once cooled, generously spread the frosting over the completely5.
cooled pound cake. Make sure to cover both the top and sides to impart an even flavor
throughout.
Add Finishing Touches: For an extra touch, consider garnishing the frosted cake6.
with additional pecans or a drizzle of melted chocolate to enhance its appearance and
taste.

By following these steps, you’ll ensure your German Chocolate Pecan Pound Cake is topped
with a luscious, rich frosting that complements every bite.

German Chocolate Pecan Cake vs. Pound Cake: What
Sets Them Apart

Feature German Chocolate Pecan Cake Pound Cake
Texture Rich, moist with a light crumb Dense, buttery with a firm crumb

Flavor Profile Chocolate, coconut, and pecan
dominate

Subtle, buttery flavor often
enhanced with vanilla

Frosting Coconut-pecan frosting is traditional Typically served plain, or with a
light glaze

Ingredients Includes evaporated milk, shredded
coconut, and pecans

Simple ingredients like flour,
butter, and sugar

Preparation
Method

Involves cooking frosting, melting
chocolate

Simple creaming technique for
batter preparation

Cultural Origins Inspired by German chocolate cake
recipes

Classic European origin,
especially British

Occasions Celebratory, often for birthdays or
holidays

Everyday dessert or tea-time
companion

Both cakes have their unique qualities, making them suited for different preferences and
occasions.
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Common Pitfalls to Avoid When Baking German
Chocolate Pecan Pound Cake
When baking a German Chocolate Pecan Pound Cake, it’s crucial to steer clear of some
common mistakes to ensure your cake turns out perfectly:

Over-melting the Chocolate: It’s tempting to use the microwave for convenience,1.
but this can easily burn the chocolate. Instead, utilize a double boiler for gentle
melting.
Improper Ingredient Measurements: Precision matters in baking. Make sure to2.
level off ingredients like flour and sugar to avoid altering the cake’s texture.
Skipping the Creaming Process: Rushing through or skipping the creaming of3.
butter and sugar can result in a dense cake. Beat until the mixture is fluffy, which can
take a few minutes longer than you might expect.
Substituting Ingredients without Testing: While creative substitutions can be fun,4.
untested swaps, particularly with key ingredients like chocolate or pecans, can affect
flavor and consistency.
Overbaking the Cake: Time and temperature are crucial. Check for doneness on the5.
earlier end of the time frame using a toothpick, as overbaking can dry out your cake.
Skipping the Cooling Step: Removing the cake from the pan too soon can lead to6.
breakage. Allow the cake to cool adequately in the pan before transferring it to a wire
rack.
Inadequate Cooling Before Frosting: Applying frosting before the cake has fully7.
cooled will cause it to melt and slip off, leaving the cake underdressed and
unattractive.

Avoiding these pitfalls will ensure your German Chocolate Pecan Pound Cake is a delectable
success, both in taste and appearance.

Delicious Ways to Serve German Chocolate Pecan
Pound Cake
Presenting your German Chocolate Pecan Pound Cake in an appealing manner enhances the
overall dining experience. Here are some creative ways to serve this delightful dessert:

Classic Slice: Serve a generous slice on its own, letting the rich flavors of the1.
chocolate, coconut, and pecans speak for themselves.
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With Ice Cream: Pair a slice with a scoop of vanilla or coconut ice cream for a cool2.
contrast to the warm, dense cake. Drizzle with chocolate or caramel sauce for added
indulgence.
Fruit Garnish: Top each slice with fresh berries or a thin slice of kiwi to add a burst3.
of color and a tangy complement to the cake’s sweetness.
Whipped Cream Topping: Add a dollop of freshly whipped cream to each slice,4.
providing a light and airy texture that balances the cake’s density.
Café-Style Plating: Sprinkle powdered sugar over the cake, then add a sprig of mint5.
and a few edible flowers for a café-style presentation that impresses visually.
Layered with Custard: Create an elegant dessert by layering cake slices in a glass6.
with vanilla custard and toasted coconut, finishing with a pecan garnish.
Brushed with Liqueur: For adults, lightly brush the cake with a complementary7.
liqueur like amaretto or coffee liqueur to enhance its complexity and flavor depth.
Miniature Cake Tasting: Cut the cake into small cubes or slices for a tasting platter,8.
allowing guests to enjoy a variety of flavors without committing to a full slice.

By experimenting with these serving suggestions, you can enhance the enjoyment of your
German Chocolate Pecan Pound Cake, creating a memorable dessert experience for any
occasion.

Storing and Freezing German Chocolate Pecan Pound
Cake the Right Way
Proper storage and freezing techniques ensure your German Chocolate Pecan Pound Cake
remains fresh and delicious. Follow these steps to preserve your cake:

Cool the Cake Completely: Before storing or freezing, ensure the cake is cooled to1.
room temperature. This prevents condensation, which can lead to a soggy texture.
Wrap Tightly: Use plastic wrap or aluminum foil to tightly wrap the cake. This2.
prevents air exposure, maintaining the cake’s moisture and flavor.
Use Airtight Containers: Place the wrapped cake in an airtight container for added3.
protection, especially if not consuming it immediately.
Refrigeration: If you plan to consume the cake within a week, storing it in the4.
refrigerator is optimal. Ensure it is wrapped and placed in an airtight container to
avoid absorbing any fridge odors.
Freezing for Longer Storage: For longer storage, freezing is recommended. Wrap5.
the cake in a layer of plastic wrap followed by aluminum foil, then place it in a freezer-
safe bag or container.
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Label and Date: Always label and date the cake before freezing. This helps keep track6.
of its freshness and ensures it is used within three months.
Thawing: When ready to enjoy, thaw the cake in the refrigerator overnight. This7.
gradual thawing process helps maintain its texture and moisture.

By following these steps, you can savor your German Chocolate Pecan Pound Cake at its
best even days or weeks later.

Why This German Chocolate Pecan Pound Cake Recipe
Is a Must-Try
In a world filled with desserts, the German chocolate pecan pound cake stands out for its
rich flavors and delightful textures. It’s more than just a cake—it’s a celebration of
chocolate, pecans, and coconut, all wrapped into a pound cake that’s perfect for any
occasion.

This recipe offers a chance to indulge while showcasing your baking skills. Whether you’re a
novice or a seasoned baker, this cake promises satisfaction with every slice.

Try this recipe today and experience why German chocolate pecan pound cake is a beloved
classic that never goes out of style.

Conclusion
The German Chocolate Pecan Pound Cake is a true masterpiece that combines tradition
with indulgence. From its rich, chocolatey taste to its moist, tender texture, each component
is carefully crafted to deliver an unforgettable dessert experience. By understanding the
common pitfalls and adopting creative serving suggestions, you can elevate your baking
with this beloved recipe. Whether you serve it at a festive gathering or a cozy evening at
home, this pound cake is sure to impress and delight your guests.

Don’t forget to follow the storage and freezing guidelines to enjoy this delicious cake long
after it’s baked. So gather your ingredients, embrace the joy of baking, and savor the sweet
success that this cake offers.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Q: Can I use a different type of chocolate for this cake?

A: Absolutely! While the recipe calls for German chocolate, you can substitute with dark or
semi-sweet chocolate to cater to your taste preferences. This may alter the cake’s overall
sweetness and flavor profile.

Q: How should I adjust the baking time if I want to use a different pan size?

A: If you’re using a pan smaller or larger than the one recommended, you’ll need to adjust
the baking time accordingly. For smaller pans, check the cake 5-10 minutes earlier than the
specified time to prevent over-baking. For larger pans, additional baking time may be
needed; always monitor the cake’s doneness with a toothpick test.

Q: Can I make this cake without nuts for someone with allergies?

A: Yes, you can omit the pecans if needed. To maintain some textural contrast, consider
adding shredded coconut or a nut-free alternative like crushed cookies or toffee bits.

Q: Can this cake be made gluten-free?

A: Certainly! You can substitute the all-purpose flour with a gluten-free flour blend that is
suitable for baking. It’s often advisable to use a brand that’s specially formulated to mimic
the properties of regular flour for best results.

Q: How far in advance can I make this cake before an event?

A: This cake can be made a day or two in advance. Ensure you store it properly according to
the storage guidelines to maintain its freshness until serving.

Q: What can I do if my frosting turns out too runny?

A: If the frosting is too runny, try adding more powdered sugar to thicken it. Alternatively,
place the frosting in the refrigerator for 15-20 minutes to help firm it up before applying it
to the cake.


